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INTRODUCTION 


In the third century A.D., the poet Terentianus 
Maurus wrote in his De Litteris, de syllabis, de 
metris, Libri Tres (Grammatici Latini, edidit H. 
Keil, VI, p. 363, verse 1286, Leipzig, 1923): 
“Habent sua fata libelli!” 

Without any doubt this statement is true in the 
case of the Sanskrit manuscripts of Father 
Heinrich Roth, S.J. (1620*1668). The manu¬ 
scripts, a grammar of Sanskrit in Latin and two 
Sanskrit texts, were written between 1660 and 
1662 in Agra, India, where Roth was staying. 
Roth was the first European to compose a Sans¬ 
krit grammar and he deserves a place of honour 
for this remarkable contribution to linguistics. 
Moreover, his scholarly interest was not limited 
to the composition of a Sanskrit grammar; he 
also commented on two important Sanskrit texts 
which he had an Indian scribe copy. 

This publication contains the three mentioned 
manuscripts. They can be found in the Biblioteca 
Nazionale Centrale in Rome: Mss Orientali 171 
and 172. It took three centuries to arrive at this 
point! “Habent sua fata libelli!’’ In 1800 Father 
Lorenzo Hervas y Panduro, S.J. was the last 
person who had seen these manuscripts at the 
Coilegio Romano in Rome. Yet the history of 
Roth’s Sanskrit manuscripts before 1800 
remains unclear. In the present facsimile edition 
of the texts I have included the vicissitudes of the 
manuscripts before 1800 and the history of the 
search for them since. 

Thus far there have been several attempts to 
get the manuscripts printed. Roth during his stay 
in Europe between 1664 and 1665, the Emperor 
Leopold I in Vienna in 1664, Roth’s learned con¬ 
frere, Athanasius Kircher in 1667 and Lorenzo 
Hervas y Panduro in 1801 all made efforts or 
gave recommendations to get at least the Sanskrit 
grammar printed. Either the difficulty of 
printing such complicated material or other cir¬ 
cumstances rendered the realization of these 
attempts impossible. Due to the unknown where¬ 
abouts of Roth’s manuscripts after 1800, the 
publication of the precious works had to wait 


until the late twentieth century. Although the 
search for Roth’s works continued throughout 
the nineteenth and the first half of the twentieth 
century, it was only after 1950 that a vigorous 
search to discover the lost manuscripts was set 
forth by two scholars, Dr. Bruno Zimmel, Ober- 
staatsbibliothekar in Vienna, Austria, and 
myself. The story is worth mentioning. 

^t the time I was preparing a doctoral disserta¬ 
tion at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland, 
dealing with Jerome Xavier, S.J. (1549-1617), 
the true founder of the Mogul Mission on the 
Indian subcontinent. In late 1953 or early 1954, 
Dr. Bruno Zimmel and I first met while doing 
research in the Roman Archives of the Society of 
Jesus (ARSI). Dr. Zimmel was at that time 
engaged in studying the life of Johann Grueber, 
S.J. (1623-1680) and I was collecting material 
concerning the history of the Mogul Mission 
(1580-1803). I was aware of the friendship that 
had existed between Roth and Grueber. Both 
Zimmel and I were keen on tracing the history of 
Roth’s manuscripts and on trying to bring them 
to light. 

At the beginning of 1967 I had the chance to 
discover the Sanskrit manuscripts of Father 
Heinrich Roth, S.J. among the Oriental manu¬ 
scripts in the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale 
Vittorio Emanuele II at Rome. I immediately 
wrote a letter, dated March 9, 1967, to Dr. 
Zimmel proposing that together we should write 
a book on Roth. In his reply (of March 21, 1967) 
Dr. Zimmel reacted with enthusiasm to this pro¬ 
posal. From that time onward I often visited him 
in Vienna and throughout we exchanged many 
letters. After some time we c hang ed our plans 
and decided to publish a facsimile-edition of the 
manuscripts preceded by an introduction on the 
life of Father Roth and the history of his manu¬ 
scripts, and by another introduction on the 
linguistic value of the manuscripts. Dr. Zimmel 
would add a list of the letters, reports and manu¬ 
scripts by Father Roth. While we were able to 
interest the great scholar Prof. Dr. Richard 
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Hauschild of the University of Jena in the 
German Democratic Republic to write the 
linguistic part of the introduction (cf. his letter to 
me dated April 6, 1967), Dr. Paul Strutzl, the 
owner of the Akademische Druck- und Verlags- 
anstalt in Graz, Austria, graciously agreed to 
print the facsimile-edition of the manuscripts. 

The next step was to obtain permission from 
the Biblioteca Nazionale to reproduce the manu¬ 
scripts. I wrote to the director who informed me 
in a letter dated May 6, 1967 that due to the par¬ 
ticular value of the manuscripts he needed more 
information on my intentions. At this point Dr. 
Strutzl took over the task of gaining the rights to 
reproduce the manuscripts. Unfortunately the 
man y lette rs written to the Biblioteca Nazionale 
were not answered. Moreover, on June 18, 1968, 
Dr. Bruno Zimmel passed away (cf. Walter G. 
Wieser, 'Bruno Zimmel zum Gedenken’, Biblos, 
Wien, 17 (1968), 255-260; and Walter Ritzer, 
‘Bibliographia Zimmeliana’, Biblos , Wien, 18 
(1969), 1-24). 

Both circumstances led the Akademische 
Druck- und Verlagsanstalt at Graz to discon¬ 
tinue the Roth project (letter w'ritten to me on 
November 29, 1968). An additional reason for 
this decision was that the chapter on the land- 
route from China to Europe during the seven¬ 
teenth century could now no longer be written by 
Dr. Zimmel. The publishing company con¬ 
sidered it essential that Dr. Zimmel write this as 
he was the expert on this matter. Although Prof. 
Hauschild and I disagreed with the publisher on 
this last point, we had to accept the decision. 

For Prof. Hauschild and myself the essential 
part of the publication, the manuscripts, would 
have to wait for better days to be edited. There¬ 
fore, we offered the three introductions written 
by Camps, Hauschild and Zimmel to Prof. Dr. 
Jozef Glazik, M.S.C., the editor of the Zalschrift 
fur Missionswissaischajt und Religionswissaischaft in 
Munster, Westphalia (cf. my letter to him writ¬ 
ten on December 7, 1968). Prof. Glazik accepted 
the texts on December 12, 1968 (cf. a letter writ¬ 
ten to me by Dr. W. Promper) and in July 1969 
the three texts appeared in print (ZMR 53 (1969), 
185-205). 

For the first time the life of Father Roth, the 
history and contents of his manuscripts, the list 


of his letters and reports were made available to 
scholars all over the world. .Although I had 
previously written an article on my discovery of 
the manuscripts in the Scut Zalschrift fur Missions- 
wissaischaft in 1967 (Schoneck-Beckenricd, 23 
(1967), 141-143), the three introductory texts 
published in 1969 aroused the interest of many 
scholars both in mission history and in 
linguistics. These scholars expressed their con¬ 
viction that it was essential to make the manu¬ 
scripts available to the public. Later, in 1972, 
Prof. Hauschild mentioned in a publication that 
Italian scholars should take the initiative (cf. his 
publication of 1972 mentioned in the biblio¬ 
graphy of Heinrich Roth, S.J., composed by 
Jean-Claude Muller). That same year Prof. Dr. 
Richard Hauschild passed away (cf. Manfred 
Mayrhofer, ‘Richard Hauschild 2.12.1901 - 
15.2.1972’, Jahrbuch da Sachs is c hen Akadame da 
Wissaischaftai zu Lapzig 1971-1972. Berlin, 1974, 
307-316). .Although I fell desperate after losing 
two friends and scholars who sacrificed their time 
and energy to help me honour Father Roth by 
publishing his Sanskrit manuscripts, I never 
gave up the hope that one day the situation 
would change. 

My main objective during all those years was 
to find a way to obtain permission from the 
Biblioteca Nazionale in Rome to publish the 
manuscripts of Roth. I inquired about several 
possibilities and there was an exchange of letters 
in 1977 with Prof. Dr. Winfried Gruber (Graz. 
Austria) who, notwithstanding the past 
experiences, advised me to contact the 
Akademische Druck- und Verlagsanstalt at Graz 
and also informed me about the death of Dr. 
Paul Strutzl in 1973. 

In early 1978 I started to correspond with 
Prof. Dr. Rudiger Schmitt of the University of 
Saarbrucken in the Federal Republic of Ger¬ 
many. We continued this correspondence until 
early 1979 and I remain grateful for Prol. 
Schmitt’s many suggestions. 

In 1983 things started to move. The Brill 
Publishing Company in Leiden, The Nether¬ 
lands, celebrated the tricentennial of its founda¬ 
tion and Director Dr. W. Backhuvs invited 
scholars in all disciplines to suggest publishing 
possibilities. I immediately wrote a letter to him 
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on August 14, 1983, and explained the situation 
of the Roth manuscripts. Dr. Backhuys under¬ 
stood the importance of the project and on 
December 12, 1983, he replied that in principle 
he was interested in publishing the three intro¬ 
ductions written by Camps, Hauschild and 
Zimmel together with the manuscripts. How¬ 
ever, he required that I obtain the necessary per¬ 
mission for the reproduction and publication of 
the Roth manuscripts. I approached the late col¬ 
league Prof. Dr. J. J. Poelhekke, an eminent 
historian especially experienced in historical 
research in Rome, at my own University of 
Nijmegen, The Netherlands. He urged me to 
write to Dr. P. J. van Kessel of the Istituto 
Historico Olandese in Rome and to ask for his 
help in obtaining the necessary permission. I did 
so on January' 2, 1984, and Dr. van Kessel 
immediately took action. Together Dr. van 
Kessel and Dr. Backhuys approached the Direc¬ 
tor of the Biblioteca Nazionale. The result was 
that on November 20, 1984, the General Direc¬ 
tor of the Ufflcio Centrale per i Beni Culturali e 
Ambientali of the Italian Government at Rome 
wrote to the Director of the Biblioteca Nazionale 
Centrale at Rome (Prot. No. 12970 DIV. VI), 
informing him that the Publishing Company 
E. J. Brill in Leiden, The Netherlands, was to be 
given permission to obtain a microfilm of the 
manuscripts in order to publish a facsimile- 
edition together with commentaries. However, it 
was only on April 22, 1985 that the Director of 
the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale informed Dr. 
W. Backhuys about this authorisation (Prot. 461- 
Pes. 13). 

Thus the long struggle (1967-1985) had come 
to an end! 

For me the news came as a relief for I con¬ 
sidered the publication of the Sanskrit manu¬ 
scripts of Father Heinrich Roth, S.J., to be the 
most important task since I had started my 
Mogul Mission studies in 1953. 

The first step I took after this extraordinary 
news was to inform Prof. Dr. Rudiger Schmitt in 
Saarbrucken. Since the letters of the Italian 
authorities reached Dr. W. Backhuys in Leiden 
on May 21, 1985 only, it was not until June 20, 
1985, that I was able to write a letter to my col¬ 
league in Saarbrucken. He was enthusiastic and 
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offered his help. He brought me into contact with 
Jean-Claude Muller, a scholar from Luxem¬ 
bourg (Redange-sur-Attert) preparing a doctoral 
dissertation at the University of Bonn in the 
Federal Republic of Germany about Sanskrit 
grammars written by Jesuits in India. On July 
12, 1985, Jean-Claude Muller accepted the task 
of translating into English and revising the intro¬ 
duction of the late Prof. Dr. Richard Hauschild. 
With great competence he drew up the biblio¬ 
graphy of Heinrich Roth, S.J.; he also checked 
the references to Roth’s letters in Munich. I am 
grateful to him for the painstaking care he 
showed in fulfilling these tasks. 

I myself brought up to date my English article 
published in 1969 in the ZMR and remodeled 
and translated into English the article on the 
letters, reports and manuscripts of Heinrich 
Roth, written for the ZMR in 1969 by the late 
Dr. Bruno Zimmel. Due to the new material 
which has been gathered since 1969, the three 
introductions by Camps, Hauschild and Zimmel 
published in the ZMR in 1969 have been 
improved and lengthened with important addi¬ 
tions. On July 12, 1985, I obtained through Dr. 
Thomas Kramm, the editor-in-chief of the ZMR , 
the permission of the Aschendorffsche Verlags- 
buchhandlung in Munster, Westphalia (Federal 
Republic of Germany) to use the material pub¬ 
lished in 1969. Finally, on July 18, 1985, I signed 
a detailed questionnaire sent to me by the 
Publishing Company E. J. Brill in Leiden, The 
Netherlands. Some delay in finalizing our texts 
w-as caused by unexpected circumstances, but by 
the middle of May 1987 our work was on the way 
to the publisher. 

This introduction has become rather long. 
Purposely, I wanted to write down all the details 
of the long struggle from 1967 until 1985; from 
the year the Sanskrit manuscripts of Heinrich 
Roth, S.J., were rediscovered until the year 
when permission to publish a facsimile-edition 
with commentaries was granted. I mentioned all 
the names of the individuals who took part in this 
struggle. In this way I want to honour them and 
to thank them for their companionship, scholar¬ 
ship and unrelenting support. 

Wijchen, The Netherlands 

May 9, 1987 Arnulf Camps, O.F.M. 







FATHER HEINRICH ROTH, S.J. 

(1620-1668) 

AND THE HISTORY OF HIS SANSKRIT MANUSCRIPTS’ 

BY 

ARNULF CAMPS, O.F.M. 

The Mogul mission of the Jesuits in northern preceded by detailed information about the life of 


India counted several scholars among its 
members. There wereT”for example Antonius 
Monserrate, the historian of the first Mogul mis¬ 
sion (1580-1583) and also a geographer; 
Hieronymus Xavier, the founder of the third 
Mogul mission (1595-1803) and an eminent 
expert in the Persian language, the Koran and 
the Hadith; the astronomer Andreas Strobl (at 
the court of the Raja of Jaipur (1740-1746); and 
the geographer, astronomer and historian Joseph 
Tieffenthaler (the second half of the eighteenth 
century) 1 . Heinrich Roth was not the least 
among these scholars. He was the first to 
transmit accurate knowledge of the Sanskrit 
language to Europeans. The description given 
here of his Sanskrit manuscripts 2 will be 

* This chapter is a revised version of the article 'Father 
Heinrich Roth. S.J. (1620-1668) and the history of his 
Sanskrit manuscripts’, published in Zeitschrijt Jut Missions- 
wissenschajt und Religionswissenschaft, 53 (1969), 185-195. 

1 E. Maclagan. The Jesuits and the Great Mogul , London, 
1932: A. Santos Hernandez, Jeronimo Jaiirr, S.J , Apostel del 
Gran Mogol y Arzobispo electo de Cranganor, en la India 1549- 
1617, s.l., s.a.; A. Camps. Jerome Xavier , S.J ., and the 
Muslims ojthe Mogul Empire. Schoneck-Beckenried, 1957; A. 
Camps, ‘Persian Works of Jerome Xavier, a Jesuit at the 
Mogul Court’, Islamic Culture, 35 (1961), 166-176; Letters 
from the Mughal Court, the first Jesuit Mission to Akbar (1580- 
1583). edited with an introduction by John Correia-Afonso, 
Bombay, 1980: E. R. Hambve. 'The first Jesuit Mission to 
Emperor Akbar', Islam in India, Studies and Commentaries, 
Vol. 1, edited by Chr. W. Troll. Delhi, 1982, 3-13; St. 
Neill. A History oj Christianity in India, the beginnings to AD 
1707, Cambridge, 1984, 166-190, 343-349, 403-405, 417- 
419: St. Neill. .4 History oj Christianity in India, 1797-1858, 
Cambridge. 1985.89-90.129-131. 

3 The discovers" of the Sanskrit grammar was first made 
public in A. Camps, 'Die Wiederentdeckung der ersten 
abendlandischen Sanskrit-Grammatik des P. Heinrich 
Roth, S.J.', Xeue Zeilschrift furMissionsu issenschaft, Schoneck- 
Beckenried. 23 (1967), 141-143. Further details were given 
by A. Camps. R. Hauschild and B. Zimmel in Zeitschnjt fur 
Missionsuissenschaft und Religionswissenschaft. Munster in 
Westfalen, 53 (1969), 185-205 (cf. ‘Bibliography of 


Roth and the history of his work on Sanskrit. 


I. Biography of Heinrich Roth 3 

Heinrich Roth was born on December 18, 
1620, at Dillingen on the Danube, in Swabia. He 
studied at the Jesuit colleges in his home town 
and at Innsbruck before entering the Society of 
Jesus at Landsberg on the Lech on October 25, 
1639. He was ordained a priest on May 29, 1649, 
and was, at his own request, sent to the missions 
in 1650 by the General of the Society, Francisco 
Piccolomini. Roth’s destination was the Ethio¬ 
pian mission. In November of 1650, he sailed 
from Livorno to Smyrna in the company of 
Franz Storer, S.J. They reached Ispahan in 
Persia by the overland route 4 . However, because 

Heinrich Roth, S.J.’, by Jean-Claude Muller in this book). 
Publications dealing with Heinrich Roth dating from before 
1967 did not know about the whereabouts of the Roth man¬ 
uscripts and publications written since 1967 and 1969 
respectively rely upon information released in those years. 
Cf. the above mentioned ‘Bibliography of Heinrich Roth, 
S.J.', by Jean-Claude Muller. 

3 Biographies of Roth: S. Euringer, *P. Heinrich Roth, 
S.J., von Dillingen’, Jahrbuch des Historischen Vereins DU - 
lingerie Dillingen a.d. Donau, 31 (1918), 1-40; L. Koch, 
Jesuiten-Lexicon, Die Gesellschaft Jesu einst undjetzt , Paderbom, 
1934, 1569; E. Maclagan, op. cit. (note 1), 109-111; A. 
Vogel, ‘Heinrich Roth’, Lebensbilder aus dem Bayerischen 
Schwabcn , Band 7, (1959), 239-259; R. Hauschild, Der Mis¬ 
sioned P. Heinrich Roth aus Dillingen und die erste europdische 
Sanskrit-Grammatik , Berlin, 1972. 

4 A letter of Roth (Ingolstadt on July 9, 1650) to Fr. 
Francisco Piccolomini, S.J., Praepositus Generalis in 
Rome, published by C. Beccari, Rerum Aethiopicarum 
Scriptores Occidentalcs inediti, vol. XIII, Romae, 1913, 
350-351; a letter of Roth (Trent on August 8, 1650) to Fr. 
Francisco Piccolomini in Rome, ibid., 354-355; ‘Ex litteris 
P. Henrici Rott ex itinere in Aethyopia instituto, Smyrna’, 
Baverisches Hauptstaatsarchiv Munchen, Jesuitica 607; 
‘Synopsis Franciscus Storer et Henricus Rott, Smymae in 
Graecia 22 et 23 Januarii 1651, Brusiae in Bithynia 27 
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the way to Abyssinia was closed tor Catholic mis¬ 
sionaries, Roth and Storer traveled to India in 
accord with a previous arrangement, following 
the land route from Ispahan to Ormuz and sail¬ 
ing from there to Surat. They arrived at Goa in 

1652 s . 

Roth started his pastoral work at Salcette, 
Goa. Afterwards he was transferred to the 
Empire of the Great Mogul, first to the town of 
Srinagar in Garhwal and then, in 1654, to the 
Jesuit college at Agra. He learned the language 
of the people, Hindustani, and the language of 
the court, Persian, in a remarkably short time 6 . 
For a period of six years, he studied the sacred 
language of the Brahmins, Sanskrit 7 . Referring 
to his activity in the Mogul Empire, he wrote: 

In drm Reiche A logoi seynd nicht gar zu viel Mahorne- 
taner sondrm unendlich viel Heyden uelche ab dan 
Alcoran ein nicht germgeres Abscheuen haben als wir 
Christen. Dem Brachmdnnern gibt es erne grosse Menge. 
Sachdem ich derselben Schul- und Kirchai-Sprache (so 
sie die heilige oder sanscretanische heissen) rrlernet. Jienge 
ich nach meiner Wenigkeit an mil ihnen nicht ohne 
Frucht zu disputieren 8 . 

The former Mogul missionaries had stressed 
the importance and the difficulties of the work 

Ftrbruarii 1651', quoted from a letter of Fr. Mathias Ram 
(Ingolstadt on April 25, 1651) to M. Thomas Wilhelm, 
S.J., in Landsberg, Bayerisches Hauptstaatsarchiv 
Munchen, Jesuitica 607; a letter of Roth (Ispahan on 
September 21, 1651), Archives generalcs du Royaume dc 
Belgique a Bruxelles, Jes. Vana, Cart. 4. (quoted from B 
Zimmel, Die erst/ abendlandische Sanskrit-Grarnmatik d/s /’ 
Heinnch Roth. S.J , Wien, 1957, 21). 

1 A letter of Hieronymus Froes, S.J., (Goa on October 
27, 1652) to Fr. Goswin Nickel, S.J , in Rome, Archivum 
Romanum Societatis Jesu (ARSI), Goa 46 I. 169. The letter 
reports that Fathers Roth and Storer arrived at Goa and 
that Roth was appointed to Salcette. 

6 A letter of Antonius Ceschi. S.J.. written from Delhi in 
1654, Bayerisches Hauptstaatsarchiv Munchen. Jesuitica 

607. 

7 *' Primo totis embus mcubuit ad hnguam sacrum gcntiltbus. 
quam sarucr/tanam appellant, hact/nus nulh Europaeo notam, et 
solum Gentilium sacrificuhs, quoTTfrach manes cocant, jamdiatan. 
nec ab illis facile extorquendam et adducaidam Quod mgenti labor/, 
ac patten/ta sex annorum ,patio ass/cutus est. non solum hnguam 
illam et pronuntialionem. / ..] sed et fabulosos errores. supertltliones- 
que " Quoted from the necrology of Roth, written by 
Joannes Grueber, S.J ., in Tvmavia on January 30, 1670, 
Bayerisches Hauptstaatsarchiv Munchen, Jesuitica 514 

* Quoted from a letter (Rome in March 1664), published 
bvj. Stocklein. S.J.. Der Xeue W/lt-Bott. Augsburg-Graz. 
1726. 114. 


among the Muslims. Roth, however, was con¬ 
vinced that the Islamic faith was followed almost 
exclusively by the upper echelons of the Mogul 
society and that the majority of the people were 
Hindu. He had discovered also the eminent posi¬ 
tion of the Brahmins; and, therefore, he did his 
utmost to study the sacred language and the holy 
books of Hinduism. The result was the composi¬ 
tion of a Sanskrit grammar in Latin and the 
transcription and annotation of two Sanskrit 
texts 9 . 

Unfortunately, no letters of Roth dealing with 
his activities in India from 1652 to 1662 have 
come down to us. We know only that he was 
appointed rector ol the college of Agra about 
1659 10 and that he practised medicine among the 
people and among the nobles of the court". 

The year 1662 was one of great importance in 
the life of Roth, for on March 30 or 31. 1662, two 
Jesuits, Johann Grueber, an Austrian, and 
Albert d'Orville, a Fleming from Belgium, 
arrived at the college in Agra. They had been 
ordered by the General of the Society ol Jesus. 
Goswin Nickel, to discover an overland route 
from China to Europe. Maclagan gives us the 
following information concerning this great 
venture: 

The scheme originated in the fact that ow ing to 
the Dutch command of the Eastern seas the 
Jesuits of Pekin were no longer able to com¬ 
municate with Rome as easily by sea as in former 
times. Fathers Grueber and d’Orville ol the 
Society of Jesus were accordingly dispatched in 
April 1661 from Pekin by land, and they 
travelled by the Koko Nor route to IJtasa. which 
they succeeded in reaching in October ol the 
same year. With the possible exception ol Friar 
Odoric of Pordcnone in 1328. they were the first 
Europeans to reach that city, and the fact is one 
of which the Society may justly lx- proud. Their 
stay at Lhasa was, however, short and they pro- 

’ A Kirchcr, China monumentis qua uteris qua profanes n/tnon 
earns naturae et artts spectacuhs aliarumque return m/morabdium 
argumentis lilustrala, Aimtclodami. 1667. 80. 156; cf also 
H Roth. Pro eta tenestn in Regnum Stnarum. written in Rome 
on March 2. 1664, to the Vicar General of the Society of 
Jesus. ARSI. Fondo Gcsuitico. vol 722. fast 3. no 5. 7 

10 S. Euringcr. op cit (note 3). 22. n 91 

11 Necrology of Roth written by Fr Joannes Grueber. 
S J . in Tvmavia on January 30. It»70. Bayerisches Haupt¬ 
staatsarchiv in Munchen. Jesuitica 514 
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ceedcd by way of Katmandu to Patna and thence 
to Agra, where they met Fathers Roth and Busi. 
Here on April 8, 1662, on the afternoon of Satur¬ 
day in Holy Week, Fr. d'Orville died— 'media 
Europarn inter et Chinam via' —and he was buried in 
the Padres Santos Chapel, where we can still read 
on his grave: 'Aqui iazo Pe. Alberto Derville; feleceo 
aos 8 d’Abril, 1662'. His place was taken by 
Father Roth, and Grueber with his new com¬ 
panion reached Rome in 1664 l2 . 

However, it took quite a while before the deci¬ 
sion that Roth should take the place of d’Orville 
was reached. Sixteen days after the death of 
d’Orville, Henricus Busaeus wrote a letter from 
Delhi to Grueber in which he agreed that some¬ 
one had to travel with Grueber to Rome, but he 
also informed Grueber that he did not know who 
should be sent, because the mission had only two 
Jesuit priests, Roth in Agra and Busaeus himself 
in Delhi 13 . The question was decided in 
September of the same year, when Busaeus wrote 
another letter (this time to Roth) in which he 
took note of the death of d’Orville and then 
appointed Roth to take d’Orville’s place 14 . On 
September 4, 1662, Grueber and Roth left Agra 
and traveled via Lahore to Tattah and from there 
by ship to Bender Congo, a Persian harbor. 
They then took the overland route to Ispahan 
and continued through Armenia and Asia Minor 
to Smyrna, sailed to Messina and reached Rome 
on February' 20, 1664 15 . 

:: E. Maclagan. op. cit. (note 1), 357 f. There are three 
^errors here: 1. According to A. van den Wyngaert, 
O.F.M., Sinica Franciscana, Firenze, 1 (1929), LXXXI, n. 6 
and 383, n. 1, it is improbable that Friar Odoric of 
Pordenonc visited Lhasa; 2. Fr. Busaeus was staying in 
Delhi at the lime of the arrival of Grueber and d’Orville (cf. 
the letter quoted in note 13); 3. d'Orville was first buried 
in the old Jesuit church at Agra and was transferred to the 
Padri Santos Chapel in 1710 (cf. H. Heras, ‘The Tomb of 
Fr. Albert d'Orville, S.J.’, Archivum Historicum Societatis Jesu , 
Rome, 2 (1933), 17-24). For the stay of Grueber and Roth 
at Lhasa, cf. also B. Zimmel, ‘Johann Grueber, die erste 
Durchquerung l ibels’, Osterreichische Naturforscher , Arzte und 
Techniker , (edited by Fr. Knoll), Wien, 1957, 11-14 and B. 
Zimmel, Johann Grueber in Lhasa, Wien, 1953. 

13 Letter of H. Busaeus (Delhi on April 24, 1662) to 
Grueber in Agra. ARSI, Jap. Sin. 124, fol. 233. The date 
of 1622 is a mistake. Cf. C. Wcssds, Early Jesuit Travelers in 
Central Asia: 1603-1721 . The Hague, 1924, 203. 

14 Letter of H. Busaeus (Agra on September 2, 1662) to 
Roth. ARSI, Jap. Sin. 124. fols. 246, 250. 

Letter of Roth (Messina on January 18. 1664) to 
Joannes Paulus Oliva, S.J., Vicar General, ARSI, Goa 9 I, 
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Their first task was to report to the Jesuit 
authorities at Rome on the overland route from 
China to Europe. They made this report in the 
forrif of three memoranda; the first on the 
overland route, the second on Nepal and the 
favorable prospects of opening a mission there, 
and the third on the Chinese town Sining 16 . 
These three documents were written by Roth 
and were signed by both Roth and Grueber. A 
fourth document on the overland route was 
signed by Roth alone 17 . The reaction to their 
reports was not positive. Roth wrote that his 
superiors were ungrateful and that some made a 
stand against the overland route from China to 
Europe 18 . The fear of Portugal prevailed, and it 
was decided that the overland route should not be 
made use of, except in the case that the sea route 
be closed. Roth and Grueber, however, were 
allowed to return to their missions by way of the 
overland route 19 . 

There was one person in Rome, however, who 
did listen to Roth and Grueber. This was 
Athanasius Kircher, S.J., who was engaged in 
writing a book on China. During the two months 
that Roth and Grueber stayed in Rome, Kircher 
obtained a great deal of information from them 
about China and the Mogul Empire which he 
incorporated in his book 20 . The part of the book 

fol. 262; another letter of Roth (Rome on February 23, 
1664) to Fr. Chr. Schorer in Munich, Bayerische 
Staatsbibliothek in Munchen, Clm. 26472, fol. 72. Cf. also 
B. Zimmel, Die erste abendlandische Sanshrit-Grammatik des P. 

Heinrich Roth S.J., Wien, 1957, 6-7. 

16 H. Roth and J. Grueber, Primum Memoriale ad Adm . 
R. P. N. Vicarium Generalem circa iter terrestre in Regnum 
Sinamm (Rome on March 18, 1664), ARSI, Jap. Sin. 124, 
fol. 242, published by C. Wcsscls, ‘New Documents 
Relating to the Journey of Fr. John Grueber’. Archivum 
Historicum Societatis Jesu , Roma, 9 (1940), 298 f.; Secundum 
Memoriale ad Adm. R.P.N. Vicarium Generalem circa Regnum 
Nepal , in quo missio utilis institui potest (Rome on March 18, 
1664), ARSI, Jap. Sin. 124, fol. 243, published by Wessels, 
ibid., 300 f.; Tertium Memoriale ad Adm . R.P.N. Vicarium 
Generalem circa Sining urbem Sinarum (Rome on March 18, 
1664), ARSI, Jap. Sin. 124, fol. 244, published by Wessels, 
ibid., 301 f. 

17 H. Roth, Pro via tenestri in Regnum Sinarum (Rome on 
March 2, 1664), ARSI, Fondo Gesuitico, Vol. 722, fasc. 3, 
no. 5. 

18 Letter of Roth (Rome on February 23, 1664) to Fr. 
Chr. Schorer in Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in 
Munchen, Clm. 26472, fol. 72. 

19 B. Zimmel, op. cit. (note 15), 7. 
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entitled ‘Decern fabulosae Incarnationes Dei, 
quas credunt gentiles Indiani extra et intra 
Gangem ex interpretatione P. Henrici Roth’ is 
actually a literal quotation from a manuscript of 
Roth 21 . Kircher, however, was still more 
interested in the Sanskrit grammar which Roth 
had brought along with him. Kircher understood 
fully the scientific and missionary importance of 
this manuscript. He needed the assistance of 
Roth, however, in order to get the manuscript 
printed. Because the brief two-month stay of 
Roth and Grueber in Rome was not sufficient for 
this purpose, Kircher could incorporate into his 
book only the Sanskrit alphabet and a short des¬ 
cription of its characteristics 22 . The models used 
by the printer were prepared by Roth himself 23 . 

Soon after Easter in 1664, Roth and Grueber 
left Rome for the East by the overland route. A 
letter written to Kircher by Roth from Venice on 
May 7, 1664, proves that they had decided to 
keep in touch with one another 24 . While in 
Venice, Roth and Grueber made plans to travel 
through Poland and Russia, but first they were to 
separate for a few months and then meet again 
at the end of the summer. Roth and Joseph 
Nasira, an Indian Christian who had accom¬ 
panied him from Agra to Rome, went to Trent, 
where Roth, on May 24, composed a eulogy on 
Fr. Antonio Ceschi, S.J., for the relatives of 
Ceschi. Ceschi had been with Roth in the Mogul 
mission for two years and died at Agra in 1656 25 . 
After this, Roth visited his homeland, Swabia. In 
June, he was in Neuburg and lectured at the 
court of Count Philipp Wilhelm on his observa- 


10 A. Kircher, China ... illustrata, op. cit. (note 9). 

11 Ibid., 157-162, 156; cf. Arch. Univ. Gregonanac, 

563, P. Kircher. Miscellanea Epistolarum IX, 325-328; cf. 
also S. Kraizsch, 'Die Darstcllung der zehn Avataras 
Vi?nus in Athanasius Kirchers “China Illustrata" ', 
Altonentalische Forschungen, Berlin. 9 (1982), 133-144 

(Ill. 1-8). 

22 Ibid., Chapter VII, Tab. Yy, Yy2, Zz, Aaa and Bbb 

M Ibid., 162. 

14 Arch. Univ. Grcgorianac. 562, P Kircher, 
Miscellanea Epistolarum VIII, 113. 

33 H. Roth. A Eulogy ojF t Ceschi, S.J. (Trent on May 24, 
1664). Cf F. A. Patcrnolo. Estratto e Registro di lettcre iptntuah 
con breve narrahone della vita del \1 R Padre Antonio Ceschi 
(Trento, circa 1683). 231-233 (Latin text), and 233-235 
(Italian text). 


lions in the Mogul EmpireThe next two 
letters of Roth were sent from Vienna. The 
Emperor, Leopold I, wanted to meet him and 
Grueber, who had already arrived in the city 25 . 
It seems that both Roth and Grueber intended to 
travel via Moscow to Persia. The company was 
composed of Grueber and his Chinese servant, 
Matthew, of Roth and his Indian servant, Joseph 
Nasira, and of Fr. Philipp Zefferin, S.J., an 
Austrian who had been appointed for the China 
mission. Passing through Prague and Danzig, 
the party travelled as far as Mitau, where they 
learned that the road through Russia was 
closed 28 . They returned to Vienna, and from 
there Roth wrote another letter to Kircher in 
Rome, dated May 16, 1665 29 . 

The next attempt to travel to the East was by 
way of Turkey. They joined the embassy sent by 
the Austrian Emperor to Constantinople under 
the leadership of Count Walter Leslie. Leaving 
Vienna on May 25, 1665, the ambassadorial 
party reached Constantinople on September 7, 
1665. The group of Jesuits was lodged in the 
Jesuit residence in Galata. where Zefferin 
remained behind due to illness. The other 
members of the company crossed the Bosporus 
and arrived in Skutari in the beginning of 
October. Their plan was to join a Turkish 
caravan, but before they could do so Grueber 
also got sick. As the caravan was on the point of 
leaving, it was decided that Roth should continue 


Relatio rerum notabihum regni Mogor in Asia etc cams narra- 
twmbus Reverends pains Henna Roll Societal is Jesu collecta, dum 
Sermo Pnnctpi Seoburgico, Dua Julio odes set \eoburgi. Xeobutgo 
submtssa a Patre Ratj Juntorum pnnetpum con/estano. Bruxelles. 
Bibliotheque Royale Albert Ier. MS 6828-6869. fol 415- 
417; B Zimmel. op cit. (note 15), 12. n. 28, refers to the 
AschalTcnburg edition of 1665. 

17 Extract of a letter of Roth (Vienna on September 9. 
1664), Baycnschc Staatsbibliothck in Munchen, Clm 
26472, fol 60 r , another letter of Roth (Vienna on 
September 7, 1664) to Fr. Kircher in Rome. Arch Univ. 
Gregonanac. 563, P Kircher, Miscellanea Epistolarum 
IX. 281. 

11 Letter of Roth (Prague on September 29. 1664) to Fr 
Seb Dcinigcr, Baycnsches Hauptstaaisarchix in Munchen. 
Jesuitica 637, fol 60 r . another letter of Roth (Mcmel on 
January 10. 1665) to Fr Lyprand, ibid .Jesuitica 1240. fol 
156. cf. also B Zimmel. op cit (note 15). 14 

!4 Arch Univ. Grcgorianac. 563, P Kircher. 
Miscellanea Epistolarum IX. 78 



the journey alone. The decision was made at the 
last moment and the luggage had to be divided in 
a hurry. Due to the rush, the Sanskrit grammar 
and texts of Roth were accidentally put with the 
luggage of Grueber. Roth traveled through Asia 
Minor, Armenia and Persia and reached the 
Indian harbor of Surat in May 1666 30 . 

We have no dear information as to Roth’s 
movements after his arrival in Surat. In a letter 
sent from Surat on October 9, 1666, he informed 
Fr. Veihelin, the Jesuit provincial in Munich, 
that he was being sent to Nepal in order to 
discover a road leading to China 31 . He reached 
Agra before Christmas. It would seem most 
probable that he went to Nepal, fell ill on the way 
and had to brought back to Agra 32 . In 1667, he 
wrote a report on the Mogul mission 33 . On June 
20, 1668, Roth died in Agra 34 . Maclagan 

describes The circumstances surrounding his 
death as follows: 

His death, unfortunately, gave occasion to a 
scandalous example of official intolerance. On 
the night on which he expired and while his body 
was still at the door of the Father’s residence, the 
Kotwal with thirty attendants made a forcible 
entry into the house on the pretext of ascertaining 
the effects left by the deceased, and it was with 
the greatest difficulty that the Fathers, who had 
secreted their church plate and pictures in the 
house, were able to prevent the pillage of the 
premises. Father Roth appears in the circum¬ 
stances to have been given but maimed rites at 
his funeral, but his loss was gready felt by the 
mission. He was a kindly man and one whose 
ideals of work were high. In spite of the fact that, 
owing to his infirmities, his life had been one of 
continual suffering, he had covered more ground 
bothln travel and in linguistic study than any of 
his colleagues and they looked with admiration 


30 B. Zimmel, ‘Johann Gruebers letzte Missionsreise: 
Ein Beitrag zur oberosterreichischen Biographie’, Oberoster- 
rnchische Heimalbldttrr 2 (1957), 161-180. 

31 Letter of Roth (Surat on October 9, 1966) to Fr. 
\ eihelin. Provincial in Munich, Bayerisches Hauptstaats- 
archiv in Munchen, Jesuitica 607, fol. 94. 

33 Cf. S. Euringer, op. cit. (note 3), 34 f.; E. Maclagan. 
op. cit. (note 1), 358; B. Zimmel. ‘P. Heinrich Roths S.J. 
Expedition nach Nepal', Jahrbuch des Hutonschen Vereins 
Dilhngen (1968). 64-78. 

33 Brevis relatio de statu missions Mogorensis Societatis Jesu ad 
annum 1667, ARSI, Goa 35, 59 f. 

34 Carta annua 1668 , London. British Library, MS Add. 
9855. fol. 82. 


on his unceasing industry. In describing the 
strenousness of his sixteen years of hard service in 
the climate of Agra, the chronicler employs an 
appropriate Latinity: 'Sexdecim totos annos impiger 
ibidem desudavit ' 35 . 


II. The History of the Sanskrit 
Grammar and Texts 

Roth wanted to introduce a new approach to 
the Mogul mis sion? because he understood that 
the majority of the people followed Hinduism 
and only a minority of court officials followed 
Islam. Therefore, in contrast to the former 
Mogul missionaries, he decided to pay much 
more attention to the Hindus than to the 
Musli ms. For six y ears he stu died Sanskrit 
taking lessons from a Brahmin, and as a result he 
wrote a Sanskrit grammar and transcribed two 
Sanskrit texts. When he left India for Europe in 
1662, he took the manuscripts with him, which 
we know because he showed them to Kircher in 
Rome. We know also that Roth arrived in Agra 
in 1654 and that he stayed there until his journey 
to Europe in 1662. Since his study of the Sanskrit 
language lasted six years, we may suppose that 
he was busy with it from 1654 to 1660. Thus, the 
composition of the grammar and the transcrip¬ 
tion of the Sanskrit texts must have taken place 
between 1660 and 1662. 

The first time the Sanskrit grammar is 
explicitly mentioned is in a report Roth wrote in 
Rome for the Vicar General of the Society of 
Jesus, Johannes Paulus Oliva in 1664. In this 
report, Roth mentioned the language of the 
Brahmins and observed that the study of Sanskrit 
was absolutely necessary for the conversion of the 
people. He added that he had brought along a 
grammar of the language which he himself had 
composed with great difficulty 36 . Kircher also 
made mention of this Sanskrit gram mar in his 
worlc on China. Referring to his contact with 
Roth in 1664, he wrote in 1667 that the 


35 E. Maclagan, op. cit. (note 1), 110 f. 

36 H. Roth, Pro via terrestn in Regnum Sinarum (Rome on 
March 2, 1664), ARSI, Fondo Gesuitico, VoL 722, fasc. 3, 
no. 5, 7. 
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knowledge of the sacred language of the 
Brahmins, Sanskrit, is kept secret by them. He 
continued: 

Etsi P Hcnricus Roth earn a Brachmane Ltgi Chris¬ 
tianae valde adduto Magistro usus, intra sexennturn 
perfecie didicmt , ej usque grammaticam conscnpumt, 
quae utinam suo tempore lucem viderel 17 . 

Elsewhere Kircher says again that Roth pos¬ 
sessed a perfect knowledge ol the language, the 
literature and the philosophical thought of the 
Brahmins 38 . The next mention of the Sanskrit 
grammar is found in a letter of Roth (dated 
September 7, 1664) to Kircher in Rome. This 
letter was sent from Vienna where Roth had 
shown his grammar to the Emperor, Leopold I. 
RotlTwrote: 

Grammaticam Brahmanicam Aug** Imperator 
omnino volebat ut suis sumptibus curarem typis mandan, 
sed in mea absentia non video quomodo fieri possit l9 . 

From this letter, then, it is clear that Roth had 
the Sanskrit grammar with him on his way back 
from Europe to the Mogul Empire. He was still 
in possession of it at the beginning of October 
1665, when he was staying at Sku tari , where he 
had to leave Grueber and where the Sanskrit 
grammar and texts were unintentionally packed 
with the luggage of Grueber, who wrote from 
Galata to Kircher in Rome on October 20, 1665: 

I'emo itaque vel per terrarn cel per mare, utrum autem 
Romam (quod tamen optarem) adhuc ignoro. Fero 
omnem thesaurum linguae Indicae a P Henrico rruhi in 
ista perturbatione per oblivionem relicturn. Si convemre 
possem Vestram Reverentiam sperarem nos non pauca 
inde pro glona Dei et honore Societatis anirnarurnque 
salute contribute. I'estra Reverentia videat quid facial. 
sum paratus ad omnem nutum Sacrae Obedientiac 40 . 

Grueber received orders from Rome to return 
to Europe. He sailed by ship to Livorno, where 
he got instructions to proceed directly to Austria. 
Thus, he could not meet Kircher in Rome, but 
he wrote to him from Gorz on February 26, 
1666: 

” A. Kircher. China illustrata, up cil (nolc 9). 80. 

*• Ibid.. 162. 

” Arch. Univ. Grcgorianac. 653, I* Kircher, 

Miscellanea Epistolarutu IX, 281 

*° Arch Univ. Grcgorianac, 562. P Kircher. 

Miscellanea Epistolarum \ III. 137 


I promise that at the first opportunity I will 
send to your Reverence, together with some 
Chinese books which will no longer be of any use 
to me, all the writings of Fr Henricus which 
were left in rnv hands. (...) The German assis¬ 
tant, to whom I wrote from the hospital in 
Livorno about those books, informed me there 
that, when the opportunity comes, I should send 
them to Rome so that they may lx- either at the 
disposal of your Reverence or might lx- used by 
the many Fathers who one day will go to India. 
So that these books will not lx- detained in the 
Professed house, your Reverence may address 
himself to the Fr. Assistant to prevent them, after 
their arrival, from passing through too many 
hands and to have them given directly to your 
Reverence. 1 shall send them to Fr. Roller**. 

Apparently, in 1671 Kircher planned an edi¬ 
tion of a Sanskrit philosophical text along with a 
Latin translation*-. We may conclude lrom this 
that the Sanskrit manuscripts arrived safely in 
the hands of Kircher This appears even more 
clearly from a list of objects preserved in the 
Museum of Kircher (in the Roman College of 
the Jesuits). The list was drawn up in 1678 by- 
Georgius de Sepibus, and he mentioned: 

1 Fxactissimum opus totius Gramrnatuae Brahma- 
nicae, cuius et rudirrunta is primus Europae com¬ 
municant. 

2. Opus eximium et subtile Apophlhegmatum cujus- 
dam Brockmans Phtlosophi, Basext nomine". 

The next time mention is made of the Sanskrit 
grammar is in 1800. when the famous linguist, 
Lorenzo Hervas y Panduro. S.J.. discovered the 
grammar in the library ol the Collcgio Romano, 
where Kircher had been living, and recom¬ 
mended its publication”. The next scholar to 
search for the Sanskrit manuscripts was Theodor 
Zachariae. He asked Mathias Reichmann. S.J., 

" Ibid . 79 As the Latin original was not available, we 
translated the German rendering ol B Zimmel top cit 
(note 3). 15-16) into English 

“Acceinl hint Mogont euiusdam Phtlosophi 
Apophlhegmatum Syntagma Btachmanuo-laltnum, quod subtililate 
sentenltarum net Sent cat net Eputrto (edit From a letter ol Fr 
A Kircher (Rome on July II. Ib71) to Lucas Schrokius. 
Jr , published by H A 1-angcnmanlcl. Fautculus tp it tola runt 
Adm H P Athanasti Ktnhrri SJ . Augsburg. 1684. 18 f 

*’ Georgius dc Sepibus. Romani Colltgti Socutalis Jesu 
Xluuuum Ctltbtrrimum . Armtcludami. 1678. 65 

** Lorenzo Hervas v Panduro, Catalogo dc las Lcnguas 
dc las nacioncs conucidas, Madrid. 18131. \ ol II. 133 
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from Luxembourg (‘ Schrijtstellerhcim') to look for 
the grammar in (he Biblioteca Vittorio Emanuele 
(Biblioteca Nazionale) in Rome. In 1870, the 
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Vittorio 
Emanuele was started in the building of the 
ancient Collegio Romano and the library of the 
Collegio Romano was incorporated in the Biblio¬ 
teca Nazionale. The inquiries made in 1908 at 
the instigation of Zachariae received a negative 
answer, and Zachariae concluded that the manu¬ 
script had probably been lost 45 . 

Sebastian Euringer, who wrote a biography of 
Roth in 1918, relied upon the statements of de 
Sepibus and Hervas and thus supposed that the 
grammar was still to be found in the Collegio 
Romano or Biblioteca Nazionale, but he did not 
investigate the matter further. He expressed the 
hope that the grammar could be printed on the 
occasion of the third centenary of the birth of 
Roth in 192 0 46 . In 1920, inquiry- was again made 
into the whereabouts of the Sanskrit grammar. 
After having read the biography of Roth by 
Euringer, Fr. Joseph Linder, S.J., asked a 
confrere in Rome to search for the grammar in the 
Biblioteca Nazionale. The result was once again 
negative 47 . 

In 1956, Richard Hausch ild. who made a 
study of the Sanskrit alphabet of Roth, as it was 
published by Kircher, had to say that the gram¬ 
mar had disappeared without leaving any- trace 48 . 
The most searching investigation, however, was 
done by Bruno Ziminel, the results of which were 
published by him in 1956. We have repeatedly- 

made use of manv of the details he collected. 

# 

Zimmel was able to conclude that the manuscript 
was not to be found in the following places in 
Rome: the Biblioteca Nazionale, the Museo 
Nazionale Preistorico-etnografico “Luigi 

41 Th Zachariae. ' Hanscrit’, Wiener Zeitschrift fur die 
Kunde des Motgenlandes. Wien. 22 (1908). 86-103, esp. 97, 
n. 2. 

** S. Euringer, op. cit. (note 3). 21 f. 

* : J. Linder, ‘P. Heinrich Roth S.J. von Dillingen — der 
erste deutschc Sanskrctist', Zeitschrift fur katholische Theologie. 
Innsbruck, 44 (1920), 172, n. 1 & 2. 

4 * R Hauschild, Die erste Publikation der indischen 
Nagari-Schriftzcichen in Fluropa durch Athanasius Kircher 
und Heinrich Roih‘, Wissenschaftlichc Zeitschrift der Friedrich- 
Schtiler L'nnersttdt Jena 5 (1955-56). 505. 


Pigorini”, the Roman Archives of the Society- of 
Jesus, the Archives of the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, the Vatican Archives and the 
Vatican Library. Zimmel’s final suggestion was 
that a more thorough research into the history- of 
the Jesuit collections of the Collegio Romano 
might be helpful in tracing the lost grammar 49 . 

I myself have been occupied with doing 
research into the history of the Mogul mission of \ 
the JesuitTsince 1953. Up until the very begin¬ 
ning of the year 1967, I was not able to trace the 
Sanskrit grammar, even though I had visited all 
the likely libraries and archives where it might be 
found. In the beginning of 1967, I was again at 
the Biblioteca Nazionale in Rome where I was 
informed of the existence of a ty-pewritten cata¬ 
logue of Oriental manuscripts. The Inventario 
Orientali had been recendy drawn up. Reading 
through the catalogue, I arrived at Mss Orientali 
171: Grammatica linguae sanscretanae Brachmanum 
Indiae Orientalis, cart. se c. X VIII prov. Collegio 
Romano and Mss Orientali 172: Teslo lndiano 
(sanscrito?) cart. sec. XVIII prov. Collegia Romano. 
Though the author was not indicated, my first 
investigation of the precious manuscripts 
revealed that the Sanskrit works of Roth had 
finally been brought to light again. 

III. A Description of the Sanskrit Grammar 

and Texts 

The Sanskrit grammar of Roth, Mss Orientali 
171, measures 28.5 by 21 cm. By comparison 
w-ith some of the letters written by Roth himself 
it appears that the grammar is an autograph. As 
we have already concluded, the grammar was 
written betweenT660 and 1662. The notation on 
the typewritten catalogue of the Biblioteca 
Nazionale in Rome (that the manuscript was 
written in the eighteenth century) must be incor- 

49 B. Zimmel, ‘Die erste Sanskrit-Grammatik’, Biblos, 
W'ien. 5 (1956), 48-63. Cf. the enlarged edition of this arti¬ 
cle Die erste abendlandische Sanskrit-Grammatik des P. Heinrich 
Roth S.J. , Wien, 1957, 18 f. See also A. Camps, ‘Die 
Schriften der Jesuiten-Missionare Johann Grueber, 
Heinrich Roth und Antonio Ceschi’, Neue Zeitschrift fur 
Missionswissenschaft , Schoneck-Beckenried, 13 (1957), 

231-233. 
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rect. The manuscript is beautifully written and 
undamaged. The Sanskrit grammar consists of 
50 folios. Folios 49 and 50 have been left blank. 
Two important notes are written on the first 
folio. The first is in Italian and the second in 
Latin. The handwriting in both cases is different 
from that in the manuscript. We are informed by 
the first note that the book has been put in the 
deposit of the secret library of the Roman Col¬ 
lege (Collegio Romano) and that it has not been 
incorporated into the library ol the College so 
that it could be withdrawn when it might please 
the superiors of the Society 10 . The second note 
gives us the name of the author and may have 
been written by the Spanish linguist Lorenzo 
Hervas, S.J. The note says that the real name of 
the author is not Roa but Roth. We may 
observe, however, that Roa is a common 
latinization of Father Roth’s name 51 . 


50 “Questo Libro sta in deposito ntlla Librma segreta del Collegio 
Romano alia quale non e stalo applicato per potrrlo estrarre quando 
piaccia a i Superiori della Compagma". 

51 ‘ 'Auctor hujus libri est P Roa soc Jesu, de quo loquitur Fran- 
ciscus Bernier, voyages eU. Amsterdam, 1709, tome seconde, p. 147 
Verus auctor est P Hcnncus Roth, non Roa, ut dial Bernier 
Legatur China illustrate P. Kitchen, qui jatelur alphabetum Sanseret 


HISTORY OF HIS SANSKRIT MANUSCRIPTS 

Nlss Orientali 172 measures 25.5 by 17 cm. It 
was written by an Indian scribe for Roth who 
added numerous annotations and glosses, as a 
comparison of the handwriting with that of Mss 
Orientali 171 shows. There is a note on folio 
1 recto informing us that this manuscript has 
also been put in the deposit of the secret library 
of the Collegio Romano 51 . The folios 2 recto - 
17 verso contain a Sanskrit text. Here and there 
in the margin as well as between the lines of the 
Sanskrit text arc short notations, mostly in Latin, 
in Father Roth’s handwriting. Folios 18 recto - 
34 recto, however, contain another Sanskrit text 
that is surrounded by numerous marginal notes 
in Latin. The folios 34 verso-35 verso have been 
left blank. Since the handwriting of the margi¬ 
nalia is Roth’s, it must be concluded, in opposi¬ 
tion to the typewritten catalogue of the Biblioteca 
Nazionale, that this manuscript dates also from 
the middle of the seventeenth centurv. 

suscepisse, sicut aha plurima de religione btahmanum, a p Roth 1 ‘ 
China illustrate Pars 3, cap ultim." The mentioned work of 
Bernier is. Voyages de Francois Bernier etc contenant la description 

des Etats du GrandMogol, etc , 2 sols.. Amsterdam. 1699. For 
Kirchcr's work. cf. note 9. 

"In Deposito nella Libreria segreta del C/ollegtof R[omano ]''. 


NOTES ON THE CONTENT 

OF THE THREE MANUSCRIPTS OF HEINRICH ROTH* 

BY 


RICHARD HAUSCHILD (T) 


translated into English and revised by Jean-Claude Muller 


MSS Orientali 171: The Sanskrit Grammar 

The whole grammar 1 is written in Latin, a 
language which Roth masters brilliantly. The 
writing agrees fully with that in his letters. The 
Indian characters, written in the NagarT or 
Devandgart script, are carefully drawn and— 
almost throughout the text—sizeably delineated, 
and hence very' distinctly legible. The accompa¬ 
nying Latin text, spelt in medieval orthography, 
is fairly easy to read, provided one acquaints 
oneself w r ith Roth’s rather small handwriting and 
w'ith his habit of using abbreviations. Roth 
reserved the outer thirds of each page (right and 
left margin respectively) for annotations to the 
main text of the grammar w’hich he entitled 
‘Regulae vel Scholia , and which are often written 
in Sanskrit and in the Nagarf script. The technical 
terms ,pf Indian grammar, w'hich have been 
developed to a high level of analysis since anti¬ 
quity, Roth uses with perfect familiarity: this is 
apparent from the main text as well as from the 
marginalia. They also show’ that Roth stands 
entirely within the Indian grammatical tradition, 
and that he w'ent through a brilliant training at 
the hands of his Brahmin teacher. It goes without 
saying that only an expert in the Indian gram¬ 
matical terminology is able to appreciate the true 
significance of the present w'ork and to deal with 
it exhaustively 2 . 

* This chapter is a revised version of the article of 
Richard Hauschild, ‘Zum Inhalt der drei Handschriften 
Roths’, Zeilschrift fur Missionswissenschaft und Religions- 
uissenscha/t, Munster, 53 (1969), 195-202. 

1 Grammalicca linguae Sanscretanae Brachmanum Indiae Orien- 
tahs (written on the front page of MS 171 by a hand different 
from Roth’s). 

2 As the Indian grammatical terminology is too 
specialized a field, it is hardly touched upon in this presenta¬ 
tion. Cf. Louis Renou. Terminologie grammaticale du Sanskrit, 
Paris. 1949. 2 volumes, and also K. V. Abhvankar, A Dic- 


In gathering the grammatical information, 
which is at times overly profuse, Roth was prob¬ 
ably aided by his Indian teacher, who, as is the 
custom there, had memorized all the material 
collected from the earliest days onwards. In his 
teaching, this Indian very likely used the prac¬ 
tical grammar of Anubhuti Svarupacarya, called 
the Sarasvata Vyakarana , which was in general 
circulation in Hindustan, Bihar and Benares. 
Since Roth studied in Agra he doubdess learned 
Sanskrit and the Indian alphabet in the arrange¬ 
ment of this particular grammar, with the help of 
his Indian pundit; another candidate, though a 
less likely one, would be the grammar called 
Mugdhabodha, which was composed in the second 
half of the 13th century by Vopadeva, but the 
usage of which was more common in Bengal. 

Roth’s Sanskrit grammar must be considered 
a masterpiece. It is purely descriptive, since 
another form of presentation was not conceivable 
in those days 3 . Hence the difference between the 

tionary of Sanskrit Grammar , (GOS 134), Baroda, Second 
revised edition, 1977. See also the succint presentation of 
three such Sanskrit grammars in Latin as Roth’s by Jean- 
Clau de Mull er, ‘Recherches sur les premieres grafmnsifes 
manuscrites du Sanskrit’, Bulletin d : 'etudes indiennes , Paris, 3 
(1986), 125-144. 

3 However, attempts at different forms of presentation 
(even from a comparative point of view) were already made 
in Roth’s time and prior to it: among others by Franciscus 
Xaver, Thomas Stephens, Filippo Sassetti, Roberto de 
Nob ili (‘habile dans le Samskret’), Abraham Roger, Ben¬ 
jamin Schultze (f 1760), whose never printed Grammatica 
Granthamica seu Samscrdamica was not the first of its genre, as 
we know today. Cf. Ernst Windisch, Geschichte der Sanskrit 
Philologie und indischen Altertumskunde, Strassburg, 1917; 
Walter Wust, Die Erforschung der indogermanischen Sprachen; 
IV. Indisch , Berlin & Leipzig, 1929, p. 9 f., 25 f., 71 f., 
119 ff.; Thumb-Hauschild, Handbuch des Sanskrit I, 1, 
Heidelberg, 1958, 168 ff.; Daniel Droixhe, La linguistique et 
Lappel de Vhistoire (1600-1800), Rationalisme et revolutions 
positivistes , Geneve-Paris, 1978, 86 ff.; Jean-Claude Muller, 
‘Quelques reperes pour l’histoire de la notion de 


i. 
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work of Roth and the Sanskrit grammars which 
are current today, and which similarly depend on 
the linguistic achievements of India’s own gram¬ 
matical tradition, is not very considerable; so 
Roth’s grammar appears as rather modern and 
accordingly is all the more to be admired. 
[Hauschild did not hesitate to compare it with 
that of F. Kielhorn (1888): Kielhorn's Sanskrit 
grammar even today is a model of the descriptive 
approach, and, being no historical grammar, is 
based entirely on the accomplishments of Indian 
pundits.] 

Roth has ingeniously subdivided the gram¬ 
matical material into five chapters: 

1. ‘De Orthography , On orthography (folia 3 
recto-11 verso). First the vowels and the 
unligatured consonants ( aksara or varna)* are 
enumerated in their original form and in the 
transliteration current in those days. The order 
of presentation of the letters is the same as in 
tables I and II of the *Elnnenla Linguae Hanskret' 
in Athanasius Kircher’s China Illustrata 5 . This 
fact alone would suffice to prove the identity of 
the author of both treatises. Altogether 38 char¬ 
acters are given. The rather artificial arrange¬ 
ment of the sounds in the present grammar and 
the China Illustrata,— treated in detail in 
Hauschild’s article of 1955 6 ,—deviates from the 
traditional scheme. Vowels and consonants art- 
arranged in groups of five sounds; the three 
sibilant sounds are an exception in that they form 
a unit for themselves, which is placed at the end 
of the enumeration. Long vowels and diphthongs 
are absent from the list, but they are treated 
immediately afterwards. There follows an 
exhaustive subchapter on the various kinds of 
vowels (short, long, pluta) and diphthongs, on 


vocabulaire de base dans le precomparatismc’. Cenese du 
comparalismt mdo-europiin , (D. Droixhc cd), Volume 6 
(l984)-2 de la Revue Histoire, Epntanologu. turn gage, Paris, 
37-43. 

‘ The Indian terms are often given in transcnpiion, 
namely in a popular pronunciation 

» Richard Hauschild, Die erste Publikation drr 
indischen Nagari-Schriftzcichcn in Europa durch 
Athanasius Kirchcr und Heinrich Roth'. Wixitnschajtluht 
Zeitschnjt der Fntdrich-Schiller-Unuftsildt Jena , (1955-1956), 
508-509, 515-516 and n 55 

1 Not considering the attribution to Roth by Kirchcr 
himself. 


the vocalic incrementation (phenomena of 
ablaut) 7 and the so-called Sarnprasarana*. This 
part concludes with a presentation of the (Vcdic) 
accents Lddtta, Anuddtta and Svanta. 

The next subsection (folio 4 verso) deals with 
the consonants: definition of the term and its 
subcategories: 5 semivowels including ha®, 5 
nasals, 5 voiced aspirates, 5 voiced stops, 5 
unvoiced aspirates, 5 unvoiced stops, 3 sibilants. 
The order of presentation agrees with the prin¬ 
ciples underlying the introductory table of the 
alphabet on folio 3 recto. There follow vowel and 
diphthong signs (except a) in conjunction with 
preceding consonants, moreover a choice ot the 
most frequent ligatures of consonants is given 
with a separation into their components and a 
transliteration. The reader can get a distinct idea 
about the principles observed. 

The following section ( ‘De Concurrency el Muta- 
cione Litterarum ' (folio 6 recto)) records the rules 
regulating the euphonic combinations of sounds 
(sandhi). They are arranged in a synoptic table 
according to specific laws (lava + idem > tacedam 
etc.; exceptions ami etc.). Next is explained the 
joining of final consonants with initial vowels and 
consonants. In this context are also mentioned 
cerebralization. trisarga and anus idea. ptrdrna and 
(later) avasdna with numerous exctuples and 
rules. There follows the definition and explana¬ 
tion in Latin of certain Indian grammatical 
technical terms, which from now on constantly 
recur in the grammar. Everywhere Roth's 
striving for utmost concision and lucidity is 
evident. 

Chapter one concludes with a table (folio 10 
verso) listing and explaining specifically condi¬ 
tioned orthographic rules (including ccrebraliza- 
tion). This table, which has been organized by 
means of capital and small letters as well as 
numerals deals especially with ‘changes inside 
the word’ (internal sandhi). 

2. 'De Decimal iambus Sommum’ , Nominal declen¬ 
sion (folia 12 recto-21 verso). The peculiarities of 
thcnouns(substantivcs and adjectives):—gender, 

’ A corresponding table shows a form identical to that 
still used today 

* 'Vowel-emergence’ i r ya > i, va > u. ra > t 

* Indian ha is a voiced sound 



case, declension, number—are presented under 
their respective Indian denominations. The sub¬ 
division of the vocalic declensions (10 paradigms 
arranged in 6 groups) and of the consonantal 
declensions (17 paradigms) is made in a way- 
similar to that still used today, and in about the 
same order. Then follow a table of the endings 
and more general matters. 

A. * Declinaciones svaramta idem Terminatorum in 
Vocales', The vocalic declensions (folio 14 recto) 
(with tables): 1st declension ending in -a 
(masculine and neuter). Paradigms: deva-, kula- 
etc. Added are pronominal adjectives like sarva- 
and puna-. 2nd declension ending in -a 
(masculine and feminine). Examples: somapa- 
and gamga-. 3rd declension ending in -i and -u 
(all three genders). Examples: hari-, sakhi-, 
buddhi-, bhdnu-, dhenu-, asthi-, madhu-. 4th declen¬ 
sion ending in -I and -u (masculine and femi¬ 
nine). Examples: susri-, nadi-, svayambhu -, bhru-. 
5th declension ending in -r (all three genders). 
Examples: pitr-, karttr-. 6th declension ending in 
-e, -o, -au (all three genders). Examples: surai-, 
go-, glau - 10 . 

B. ‘ Declinaciones hasamta seu Terminatorum in Con- 
sonantan , The consonantal declensions (folio 15 
verso) (subdivided into 13 groups, with many 
tables). Examples: 1. madhulih-, 2. gir- , 3. samraj-, 
4. rajan-, 5. tatvaprach- , 6. agnimath-, 7. tatvabudh-, 
8. vis- , 9. dos-, 10. pratyac-, 11. div-, kakubh-, ap-, 
12. marut-, mahat-, bhavat-, jagat-, 13. pums-. 
(Every table is provided with appropriate excep¬ 
tions and comments.) 

Next is the turn of the pronouns ‘ De Pro- 
nomimbus' (folio 17 recto): ten are presented in 
the following order: 1 . tvad- and yusmad-; 2. mad- 
and asmad-; 3. tyad- ; 4. tad-; 5. yad- ; 6. kirn; 7. 
etad-; 8. idam; 9. ados; 10. svah. Then are treated 
the so-called pronominal derivatives (tavaka-, 
mdmaka etc.), all illustrated by a wealth of 
tables. Next Roth consecrates one paragraph 
each to the possessive, interrogative, indefinite 


10 The ccnturies-old tradition of Indian grammar is even 
apparent from the choice of nouns illustrating declensional 
patterns in Roth's grammar and in more modem European 
grammars of Sanskrit, which also draw on that tradition. 
Roth too took these types over ready-made as he found 
them in his day.' 


pronouns etc., going on to a subchapter about 
the numerals ‘ Numeralia’ (folio 18 recto) (car¬ 
dinals and ordinals with related pronominal 
adjectives, multiplicatives and adverbs). 

The second chapter concludes with some more 
details on derivation (feminine suffixes a, I, u), 
and taddhita-affixes of various kinds (patro- 
ny r mic, possessive, comparative, superlative 
etc.). 

3. ‘De Conjugacionibus Verborum ’, The conjuga¬ 
tions (folia 22 recto-36 recto). General observa¬ 
tions and definitions open this chapter: root, 
parasmaipadam (active), atmanepadam (middle) set- 
and anil- roots etc., persons, the ten inflectional 
classes (with numerous examples for the 
individual categories), tenses, moods, endings 11 
(including those of the perfect, the precative, the 
periphrastic future, the aorist (albeit incomplete, 
cf. below)). These are followed by a synoptic 
table of general rules concerning the conjuga¬ 
tion, arranged for the sake of clarity in para¬ 
graphs which are marked by Indian letters and 
written almost exclusively in Sanskrit (folio 24 
verso-25 verso). Then comes a systematic con- 
jugational scheme of the well-known ten classes 
(with scholia), each inflected in the indicative, 
the optative, the imperative and the imperfect. 
1st class: bhu-; 2nd class: ad-; 3rd class: hu-; 4th 
class: div-; 5th class: su-; 6th class: rudh-; 7th 
class: tan-; 8th class: tud-; 9th class: kri-; 10th 
class: cur-. The order is in part different from that 
current today. Added are so-called irregularities. 
This is also the place where the common perfect 
‘ Praeterilum' (folio 28 recto) is treated (babhuva, 
papdea, cakara), together with the periphrastic 
perfect; moreover the perfect of the type dadau 
etc. is mentioned. Then follows a treatment of 
the precative, the future (simple and 
periphrastic) and the conditional. The presenta¬ 
tion winds up with the root aorist ( abhuvam, 
adam), whereas the remaining types of aorist are 
dealt with in the ‘Appendices’. 

Thereafter follows an expose about the imper¬ 
sonal and passive modes of expression 
(bhavakarmma) (folio 31 recto), as well as con- 


11 Starling with the 3rd person as is customary in Indian 
grammar. 
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eluding remarks about the so-called Derivatives Kircher, Grueber and Emperor Leopold 1 lb . The 
De Verbis Derivatis ’ (folio 33 recto) (derivative project would have required Roth to stay in 

verbal stems), under which Roth subsumed: Europe for quite a while in order to supervise the 

Intensives, Imitatives, Meditatives (Desidera- printing: who else could have done so but he? 
tives), Causatives etc. and numerous ‘ Anomala' Adverse circumstances prevented this, yet one 
(folio 34 verso). can affirm in retrospect that, had Roth’s gram- 

4. 'De Verbalibus seu krdamta', The verbal nouns or mar of Sanskrit appeared in print as early as 

krdanta 12 (folia 36 verso-41 verso). Under this the XVIIth century, the systematic study of 

heading are mentioned 'Participia Activa Praesen- Sanskrit, which commenced only at the end ol 
/w, Praeteriti , Futun etc.; supine, infinitive, ‘ Van a the XVIIIth century in the Anglo-Indian period, 
Verbalia\ ‘ Gerundia (gerundives) and various would no doubt have begun properly already in 
other forms (‘ Miscellanea ). the days of Heinrich Roth. 

5. ‘ De Syntaxi huius linguae', Syntax of Sanskrit 1J 
(folia 42 recto-47 recto) (with an appendix about 

the adverbs). The function of the cases ('„’ocaUvus MSS 0r1ektjuj Xhe Sax5kr1t Texts 

hie inter casus non numeratur , among which the 

vocative is not counted) is explained before this The whole manuscript consists of two pans 
six types of nominal compounds are presented in which are presented here separately and will be 
this order: Avyayibhdva, Tatpurusa , Dvandva, referred to as P 1 and P 2. 

BahuvrThi, Karmadhdraya , Dvigu. Then follow the 

indeclinables among which are reckoned pre- p ; ^ ^ ^ oJ , WaUfl 

positions, adverbs, interjections and con¬ 
junctions. This pan of the manuscript must be an entity 

In a short "Appendix ad universam grammaticam' , in itself: the copyist 17 has numbered the leaves 

Appendix to the whole grammar (folia 47 verso- himself in A lagan numerals from 1 to 16. Each 

48 verso) the author treats of some 37 kinds ot page contains 21 to 35 lines. The numeration 

verses {Aryd, giti etc.) with examples and transla- system of the stanzas is not quite uniform and not 

tion into Latin of the Indian names 14 . This easily seen through: at first it progresses—as is 

proves that Roth had also made a thorough study usual—by single digits (1, 2, 3 etc.); from 30 

of works written in metrical form 1S . At the end, onwards merely the tens and the fives are 

folia 49 recto-50 verso are blank. indicated. For the rest the half-stanzas are 

There is no doubt whatsoever that Heinrich separated sometimes by one. sometimes by two 

Roth meant to have printed his grammar which vertical strokes. Anyhow, an average-count 

he had elaborated with infinite effort and shows that the number of stanzas given by 

arranged with great pedagogical talent. His Rajendralala Mitra and mentioned below is con- 

intention is expressly attested by the remarks of siderably exceeded. 

The text begins with the common introductory 
formula ‘ sri-gantidya namah' (‘Hail to Ganesa', 

11 All concepts are taken in the widest possible sense. the patron ol learning). The colophon of the 

15 On the Indian achievements in the domain ol syntax manuscript indicates that the text is a copy of 

cf. Walter Wust, Indisch . op. cit. (note 3), 107. 

'* The name of the poet given as Kaladasah ‘id est servus _ 

tempons' in the title of this must of course be read as 

Kalidasah. “ Arnulf Camps, ’Father Hcinnch Roth and the History 

,J Cf. the practical survey of Indian metres in Aptc, of his Sanskrit Manuscripts’, Zntuhnjt fia Munonstvuun- 
Sansknt-English Dictionary, Appendix I. For a critical edition sc haft and Rehgionswissense haft. Munster. 33 (1969). 192 and 

of this metrical text cf.: Hans-Gcorg Knopp, Harsakirtis note 39. This book p 10 

Kommentar zum Srutabodha Sach :w*t zextgmosuschen Hand- ” Hauschild throughout his article says it was Roth, but 

schnften herausgegeben und mtt elf ueiterm Handschnften verghchen. the scribe was definitely an Indian This fact was lirst 
Inaugural-Dissertation ... an dcr Philipps-Univcrsitat pointed out by Siegfried Kratzsch in a paper read to the 
Marburg/Lahn. 1974. Fourth World Sanskrit Conference in Weimar in 1979. 
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the Panca-tattva-prakdsa of VenTdatta 18 , son of 
Jagajjlvana, grandson of Nflakantha. VenTdatta 
was a member of the Yajnika family. The work 
in question was composed in A.D. 1644, and 
hence was already accessible to Roth. Extra- 
ordinary' for Indian literary history' is the fact that 
we are informed with precision about the date of 
composition of an original (1644) 19 and the date 
of a copy of it ( ± 1660). The time gap between 
original and copy is only some sixteen years, 
whereas in other cases hundreds of years have to 
be surmised. Both text and copy are clearly a 
product of the seventeenth century 20 . 

Theodor Aufrecht’s Catalogus Catalogorum I, 
p. 314, 1st column (middle) and p. 603, 1st 
column (bottom) 21 also mentions the Panca-tattva- 
prakdsa, together with the anthology' Padyaveni, as 
writings of VenTdatta. To this may be added the 
information, provided by Rajendralala Mitra in 
his Notices of Sanskrit MSS, vol. 4 (Calcutta, 
1878) p. 48 ad No. 1436, that the Panca-tattva- 
prakdsa is a metrical dictionary' of Sanskrit 22 . 

18 tatca is ihe common spelling here; in translation the 
title means: ’illumination of the five elements (entities)’. 
The name of the author may be rendered as ‘he who was 
given by Yen!’; Yen! is a river goddess representing the 
merger of the Ganges, the Yamuna and the subterranean 
Sarasvail near Prayaga. today’s Allahabad; cf. Alfons 
Hilka. Die altmdischcn Personcnnamen, Breslau, 1910. 95, and 
Apte, Sanskrit-English Dictionary, s.v. Deni, 5. 

,q In the right margin of folio 15 is to be read the number 
1701 in Arabic numerals. This is certainly an indication of 
the date of the original expressed in the so-called 
Vikramaditya era (which started in 57 B.C.). 57 subtracted 
from 1701 gives precisely 16+4. Hence the Saka era, 
another possibility is excluded. In fact, as C. Vogel, Indian 
Lexicography;, Wiesbaden, 1979, 364 has sHovvn, the date 
given in the text itself works out at Sunday, 30 June 1644 
O.S. or 10 July 1644 N.S. 

20 This is in contradiction to the latest catalogue of 
Oriental manuscripts in the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale 
Vittorio Emmanuele II, on the basis of which Roth’s 
manuscripts were rediscovered by Amulf Camps. 

21 I/I I, Wiesbaden, 1968, reprint. 

22 For a printed edition cf. Theodor Zachariae, DU 
indischtn Worierbucher (Kosa) t Strassburg, 1897. 17, 37; O. 
Harrassowitz, Bucher-Katalog: Indien ..., Teil III, Leipzig, 
1938. 148. All three references are concerned with one and 
the same lithographic edition, which is contained in the 
Satkosasamgraha, Kasi. s. 1930 ( = A.D. 1873/74). Further 
details about the book can now be learned from Claus 
Vogel, Indian Lexicography , Wiesbaden. 1979. 363 ff., and 
from Nl. M. Paikar. History of Sanskrit Lexicography , New 
Delhi, 1981, 146; see also now Claus Vogel, 'Die 
Vorarbciten des Jcsuitenmissionars Heinrich Roth (1620- 


Just as in Europe, grammatical research in 
India was complemented by lexicography. The 
lexicographical activity in India was however 
limited to dictionaries of synonyms and homo¬ 
nyms, written in verse (sloka), and called kosa 
(‘thesaurus’). The present text falls under this 
heading 23 . The Indian words are arranged in this 
dictionary according to classes, that is, according 
to the realms of nature which contain the respec¬ 
tive objects: 1. prthivi- (‘earth’), 2 .jala- (‘water’), 
3. tejas- (‘fire’), 4. vayu- (‘wind’), 5. akdsa- 
(‘ether’) 24 . Roth had this and the following 
manuscript copied above all to pen etrate m ore 
deeply into semasiology, grammar (and philoso¬ 
phy). The numerous interlinear and marginal 
glosses, written in Roth’s characteristic hand in 
Latin, Hindi, Portuguese and even G erman, 
attest that Tie" read the Sanskrit text, probably 
with the help of his Indian pundit. 

R. Mitra, who was mentioned before, 
indicates that another manuscript of the Panca- 
tattva-prakdsa (consisting of 17 folia, with 9 lines 
per page, and comprising 335 stanzas in all), 
which is kept in Calcutta, is incomplete and 
incorrect. The present copy, though written on 
16 folia only, is much more comprehensive and 
seems to have preserved the beginning of the text 
as well 25 . Roth’s copy appears to be more com¬ 
plete and more valuable than that in Calcutta; 
hence it should by no means be left out of con¬ 
sideration when a critical edition of this text is 
made, which would be urgently needed 26 . 

1668) zu einem Sanskrit-lateinischen Worterbuch, 
Vicitrakusumdhjaliy Volume Presented to Richard Othon Meisezahl 
on the Occasion ojhis Eightieth Birthday (H. Eimert ed.), Bonn, 
1986, 131-146. 

23 Hauschild in the original article thanked Mrs. Gudrun 
Goeseke (Halle) and Prof. Wilhelm Rau (Marburg) for 
their help, as the bibliographic material at his disposal in 
Jena was not sufficient. 

24 These are the elements underlying the material world. 

25 It starts: il advayam dvayam dbhdti laksmlndrdyanatmakam 
apurve tan mahah puram kotisuram muhur namah ” //!// etc. The 
whole text does not seem to be free of mistakes, and has 
evidently caused some difficulty to Roth also. The end of 
the text and the colophon agree in general with those given 
by Mitra, whose version is however more correct than that 
transmitted in Roth's manuscript. 

26 Hauschild did not have the occasion to examine both 
versions in detail which alone could have allowed a critical 
judgement. Cl aus Vo gel is preparing a critical edition with 
an English translation of the Text. 








18 NOTES ON THE CONTENT OF THE THREE 

[Hauschild in the following paragraph exposes 
his mistaken idea that MS 172 was copied by 
Roth himself; his judgement was based on an 
apparent comparison of the ductus of the pen in 
MS 172 with that in MS 171. The few glosses 
written in the margin, like in the grammar, are 
in Latin. The NdgarT characters are still a little 
clumsy; they do not yet show the same trained 
hand as in P 2 and appear to belong to an earlier 
period. In reality MS 172 was written wholly by 

an Indian hand._JCM.] 

Roth has indicated the elements of longer com¬ 
pounds in Sanskrit by small vertical strokes 
above the line, an old tradition which is still cur¬ 
rent both in the East and in the West. This habit 
is more rarely encountered in the following man¬ 
uscript (P 2), which Hauschild considered to be 
a little younger. The endings of the individual 
chapters were very often faded and hence dif¬ 
ficult to read in Hauschild's photocopy. In the 
original they are written in powerful red ink, 
whereas the rest of the text is in black ink. 

P 2: The Vedantasara of Sadananda 

This part contains the Vedantasara of 
Sadananda 27 on 16 leaves, which were numbered 
in NdgarT by the scribe 28 . The text is an excellent 
introduction into the philosophy of the Vedanta, 
which has been current in India since the 2nd 
century A.D., and has grown there into a kind of 
national philosophy. The Christian missionary 
Heinrich Roth too had to deal in the main with 
this doctrine. 

Of all the scriptures of the Vedanta school, 
except Madhava’s PahcadasT, the present com¬ 
pendium was probably the one most widely read. 

It may be surmised that Roth’s Indian teacher 
was an adherent of Vedanta as well, and that he 


37 The title means ‘Quintessence of Vedanta'; the author 
is characterized in the colophon as "an ascetic of the highest 
rank, an itinerant monk who has neither home nor family, 
a brahmanical teacher'. 

3 * Cf. note 17. 

” Athanasius Kirchcr, on page 162 of his China lUustrala. 
mentions that Roth had not only gained a thorough insight 
into the language of the Indians (Sanskrit), but had also 
acquired a precise knowledge of their writings and philoso¬ 
phy. This is entirely credible. 


MANUSCRIPTS OF HEINRICH ROTH 

recommended the study of this particular text to 
the German Jesuit* 9 . 

The Indian original of the Vedantasara was 
composed around the year A.D. 1490 >0 . If the 
year 1660 is taken as the latest possible date for 
the present transcript, only some 170 years—for 
India a short span of time—elapsed between the 
publication of the work and the preparation ol 
the codex at hand. 

Roth’s manuscript starts with the enlarged 
introductory formula: ' arhamJ uddhiiri-ganesdya 
Hamah ' 31 . 

Variations in reading between the valuable 
text edition of Richard Garbe in his Sanskrit- 
Chrestomathie (287 ff. and 412 f.) 5: and the 
present copy (thoroughly checked by Hauschild) 
do exist. A comparison yields the result that in 
Roth's copy several metrical parts are wanting, 
whereas all prose passages are present. On the 
whole it may be said that Roth’s copy is very- 
accurate, and hence should be regarded as an 
important witness to be consulted with profit in 
any new edition of the Vedantasara endeavouring 
to get at the original as closely as possible. Roth's 
manuscript appears to be a rather old copy of the 
Vedantasara (speaking in terms of absolute 
chronology), which contains fewer additions to 
the text than many later copies. 

The whole is a very careful, neat and philo- 
logically accurate transcript, with only insignifi¬ 
cant and easily rectifiable errors such as are likelv 

S m 

to be made by everyone. The numerous annota¬ 
tions in Latin written by Roth in the four 
margins (the handyvriting is the same as that in 
the Grammar (MS 171)) show how deeply the 
German missionary- tried to penetrate the text: 


,0 Cf Jan Gonda, Ihr Rthpenm Indiau, Stuttgart, 1963. 
Yol 11,91 

*' Cf Introduction to 1’ 1 The first word trham (hail!) 
presents a graphic peculiarity in that it appears here—as 
often—in the truncated form of a Prakrit word The San¬ 
skrit equivalent of atham would be athan The old-fashioned 
characters (commonly four) are to be found most frequently 
in Jama manuscripts, they serve as a sign of respect to the 
founders Mahavira etc llrrc wt inert with them in a 
brahmanical Sanskrit manuscript ttddkt ('success') is the 
name of a wife ol Ganesa 

Cf Paul Deussen. AUfmnnt GtuhukU drt f'hsteusphu 
mil btiondrrrt Rmu isithligung der Rthftonus . la-ipng. 1914. 1. 
3, 639-670. where a German translation of the text is given 
















NOTES ON THE CONTENT OF THE THREE MANUSCRIPTS OF HEINRICH ROTH 


they deal with points of textual criticism, gram¬ 
mar, lexicon and subject-matter and were meant 
primarily for Roth’s own understanding of the 
text 33 . 

The selection of the text of the Vedantasara noyv 
becomes quite understandable: it allowed (or 
compelled) Roth to acquaint himself with the 
relevant Indian literature ( Upanisads ), it brought 
him to study the language and the philosophy 

51 These marginalia have much more the character of a 
detailed commentary, than of a translation. 
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thoroughly, and it trained him in Indian logic, a 
form of thinking that must have been strange at 
first to the German Jesuit. All this he mastered 
brilliantly. 

Like its companions this manuscript belongs to 
the 17th century 34 . 


34 It gives me great pleasure to thank the following per¬ 
sons for their helpful comments: Daniel Droixhe (Liege), 
Siegfried Kratzsch (Halle), Raimund Pfister (Miinchen), 
Rudiger Schmitt (Saarbrucken) and last not least Claus 
Vogel (Bonn). JCM. 
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A LIST OF THE LETTERS, REPORTS AND MANUSCRIPTS 
WRITTEN BY FATHER HEINRICH ROTH 

BY 

BRUNO ZIMMEL (T) 

Translated and revised by Amulf Camps, O.F.M. 


This list is drawn up in chronological order and 
contains both Roth’s own writings as well as 
material composed and published by his contem¬ 
poraries, and based on lectures, narratives and 
information given by Roth himself. It is a revised 
and updated version of the list published by 
Bruno Zimmel, ‘Verzeichnis der Schriften, 
Briefe und Berichte Roths’, Zeitschrifi fur Mis- 
sionswissenschaft und Religionswissenschajt , 53 

(1969), 203-205. 

9 July 1650: A letter of H. Roth, S.J., written 
from Ingolstadt to Father Francisco Picco- 
lomini, S.J., Praepositus Generalis in 
Rome; published by C. Beccari, Renim 
Aethiopicarum Scriptores Occidentales inediti , 
Romae, 1913, Vol. XIII, 350-351. 

8 August 1650: A letter of H. Roth, S.J., written 
from Trento to Father Francisco Piccolo- 
mini, S.J., Praepositus Generalis in Rome; 
published by C. Beccari, op. cit., 354-355. 
January 1651: Ex littms P. Henrici Rott ex itinere in 
Aethyopia institute', synopsis of a letter written 
by Father H. Roth from Smyrna, in: Bayeri- 
sches Hauptstaatsarchiv in Munchen, Jesui- 
tica 607. 

January-February 1651: Synopsis Franciscus Sterer 
et Henricus Rott, Smymae in Grcucia 22 et 23 
Januarii 1651, Brusiae in Bythynia 27 Februant 
1651, to be found in a letter of Father 
Matthias Ram written from Ingolstadt on 
April 25, 1651 to M. Thomas Wilhelm, S.J., 
at Landsberg, in: Bayerisches Hauptstaats¬ 
archiv in Munchen, Jesuitica 607. 

21 September 1651: A letter of H. Roth, S.J., 
written from Ispahan to Father Johann Ev. 
Tanner in Ingolstadt, in: Archives Gcnerales 
du Royaume de Belgique & Bruxelles, Jcs. 


Y'aria, Can. 4. [This letter is at present 
undiscoverable.) 

about 1660: Grammatieca linguae Sanscretanae 
Brachmanum Indiae Oncntalis (spelling as on 
title page), written by H. Roih, S.J., in Agra 
about 1660, in: Biblioteca Nazionale Cen- 
trale Vittorio Emmanuele II in Rome, MSS. 
Orientali 171, fols. l r -48 v . [The facsimile 
edition is to be found in the present work.) 

about 1660: Venidatta, PahcalatUaprakdsa, a copy 
made about 1660 from the original com¬ 
posed in 1644. There are numerous 
interlinear and marginal glosses in Latin, 
Hindustani, Ponuguese and German, writ¬ 
ten in Roth’s hand, in: Biblioteca Nazionale 
Centrale Vittorio Emmanuele II in Rome, 
MSS. Orientali 172, fols. 2 r -17 v . [The 
facsimile edition is to be found in the present 
work.] 

about 1660: Sadananda, Yeddntasdra , a copy 
made about 1660 from the original com¬ 
posed around the year 1490. There are 
numerous annotations in Latin written in 
the margins by H. Roth, S.J.; in: Biblioteca 
Nazionale Centrale Vittorio Emmanuele II 
in Rome, MSS. Orientali 172, fols. 18 r -34 r . 
[The facsimile edition is to be found in the 
present work.] 

1663: A letter of Francois Bernier written from 
Shiraz to Monsieur Chapelain, in: Frangois 
Bernier, Voyages de Francois Bernier, Doeteur en 
Medecme de la Faculte de Montpellier, eontenant la 
Description des Etats du Grand Mogol, de I’Hin- 

doustan, du Royaume de Kachemire, etc . 

Amsterdam, 1699, tome II, 97-168. [On 
their way to Europe Roth and Gruebcr spent 
some days in the beginning of March 1663 
with the Carmelite Fathers in Shiraz. On 


this occasion a Carmelite Father wrote down 
Roth’s information on the Indian incarna¬ 
tions. When Bernier passed through Shiraz 
during the autumn of 1667, he copied the 
notes of the Carmelite Father and he incor¬ 
porated them in his letter to Chapelain; these 
notes were printed on p. 140-145.] 

18 January 1664: A letter of H. Roth, S.J., writ¬ 
ten from Messina to Father Joannes Paulus 
Oliva, S.J., Vicar General in Rome, in: 
Archivum Romanum Societatis Iesu in 
Rome (ARSI), Goa 9, I, fol. 262. 

23 February 1664: A letter of H. Roth, S.J., 
written from Rome to Father Christoph 
Schorer in Munich, in: Baverische Staats- 
bibliothek in Munchen, Clm. 26472, fol. 
72 v . 

2 March 1664: H. Roth, S.J., Pro via terrestri in 
Regnurn Sinarum, report written for the Jesuit 
Superiors in Rome, in: ARSI, Fondo 
Gesuitico, Vol. 722, fasc. 3, no. 5. 

18 March 1664: H. Roth. S.J., and J. Grueber, 
S.J., Prirnum Mcmoriale ad Adm. R.P.N. 
Vicanum Genera Inn circa iter terrestre in Regnum 
Sinarum, written in Rome, in: ARSI, Jap. 
Sin. 124. fol. 242; published by C. Wessels, 
‘New Documents Relating to the Journey of 
Fr. John Grueber’, Archivum Historicum Socie¬ 
tatis Jesu. Roma. 9 (1940), 298-299. [This 
document was written by Roth and signed 
by him and by Grueber. The same applies to 
the next two documents.] 

18 March 1664: H. Roth, S.J., and J. Grueber, 
S.J., Secundum Mcmoriale ad Adm. R.P.N. 

I icanum Gcneralem circa Regnum Nepal, in quo 
missio utilis institui potest , written in Rome, in: 
ARSI, Jap. Sin. 124, fol. 243; published by 
C. Wessels, op. cit., 300-301. 

18 March 1664: H. Roth, S.J., and J. Grueber, 
S.J., Tertium Mcmoriale ad Adm. R.P.N. 
Vicarium Gcneralem circa Sining urbem Sinarum , 
written in Rome, in: ARSI, Jap. Sin. 124, 
fol. 244: published by C. Wessels, op. cit., 
301-302. 

March 1664: A letter of H. Roth, S.J., written 
from Rome. A translation into German can 
be found in: J. Stocklein, S.J., Der Neue Welt- 
Bott, Augsburg-Graz, 1726, Vol. I, Nr. 35, 
113-115. 


1664: H. Roth, S.J., Decern fabulosae Incarnationes 
Dei, quas credunt Gentiles Indiani extra et intra 
Gangem , written in Rome, in: Archivum 
Pontif. Universitatis Gregorianae in Rome, 
563, P. Kircher, Miscellanea Epistolarum 
IX, fols. 325-328; published by Athanasius 
Kircher, S.J., China monumentis qua sacris qua 
projanis necnon variis naturae et artis spectaculis 
aliarumque rerum memorabilium arguments 
illustrata , Amstelodami, 1667, 157-162. 

1664: H. Roth, S.J., Elementa Linguae Hanscret, 
in: Athanasius Kircher, S.J., op. cit., 162- 
163. [This is a reproduction of Roth’s own 
handwriting and contains the Sanskrit 
alphabet, a short description of some of the 
characteristics of the Sanskrit language and a 
translation of the Pater Noster and of the Ave 
Maria. The whole is placed on five tables 
numbered Yy, Yy2, Zz, Aaa, Bbb. Kircher 
incorporated information, given by Roth, in 
various places of his work on China, but 
unfortunately, he did so in a superficial 
manner, cf. 80-86, 90-96 and 190-195.] 

7 May 1664: A letter of H. Roth, S.J., written 
from Venice to Father Athanasius Kircher, 
S.J., in Rome, in: Archivum Pontif. Univer¬ 
sitatis Gregorianae in Rome, 562, P. 
Kircher, Miscellanea Epistolarum VIII, fol. 
113. 

24 May 1664: H. Roth, S.J., Vita Patris Antonii 
Ceschi, S.J ., written in Trento for the 
relatives of the late Father Ceschi; published 
by Francesco Antonio Paternolo, Estratto e 
Registro di lettere spirituali con breve narratione 
della vita del molto reverendo Padre Antonio Ceschi 
di Santa Croce del Borgo di Valsugana della Com- 
pagnia di Giesu Missionario Apostolico dell 3 Indie, 
Trento, about 1683, 231-233 (Latin text) 
and 233-235 (Italian text). [This book is rare 
but there is a copy in the library of the Fran¬ 
ciscan Fathers in Trento.] 

27 June 1664: Responsa R.P. Henrici Roth his 
quaesitis data, in: Universitatsbibliothek 
Munchen, Handschriften 4° Cod. ms. 118, 
fols. 12-15. [The manuscript under the title 
De missione soc. Jesu has in great part been 
rendered illegible by water-damage in World 
War II and is being restored.] 

1664: Theodor Rhay, Relatio rerum notabilium 
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Regni Mogor in Asia ex R.P. Htnnci Roth 
Dillingani Soc. Iesu inde anno MDCLXI\ et in 
Gerrnaniam et hinc eodtm revertentis narratiombus 
coram Sereniss. Duce Xeoburgico habitis Seoburgi 
excerpta , Aschaffenburgi, 1665, 15 pages. 
[Contains notes of lectures and reports given 
by H. Roth at the court in Neuburg during 
the summer ot 1664. The booklet is rare but 
there are copies in the Bibliotheque 
Nationale in Paris (4° 0 2 q 5 ) and in the 
University Library at Gottingen (Hist. As. 
II 712). A draft of this text can be found in 
the Bibliotheque Rovale Albert Ier at 
Brussels (MS 6828-6869, tols. 415-417).] 

7 September 1664: A letter ol H. Roth, S.J., 
written from Vienna to Father Athanasius 
Kircher in Rome, in: Archivum Pontif. 
Universitatis Gregorianae in Rome, 563, P. 
Kircher, Miscellanea Epistolarum IX, tol. 
281. 

9 September 1664: An extract from a letter of H. 

Roth, S.J., written from Vienna, in: 
Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in Munchen, 
Clm. 26472, fol. 60 r . 

29 September 1664: An extract from a letter ot 
H. Roth, S.J., written from Prague to 
Father Gebhard Deininger, S.J., in: 
Baverisches Hauptstaatsarchiv in Munchen, 
Jesuilica 637, tol. 60 r . 

10 January 1665: A letter of H. Roth, S.J., writ¬ 


ten from Mcmel to Father Georg Lyprand, 
S.J., in: Baverisches Hauptstaatsarchiv in 
Munchen, Jesuitica 1240, fol. 156. 

16 May 1665: A letter of H. Roth, S J., written 
from Vienna to Father Athanasius Kircher, 
S.J., in Rome, in: Archivum Pontif. Univer- 
sitatis Gregorianae in Rome, 563, P. 
Kircher, Miscellanea Epistolarum IX, tol. 
78. 

9 October 1666: A letter of H. Roth. S.J., writ¬ 
ten from Surat to Father Servilian Veihelin, 
S.J., Provincial of the Jesuit Province Ger¬ 
mania Superior in Munich, in: Baverisches 
Hauptstaatsarchiv in Munchen. Jesuitica 
607, fol. 94. [A facsimile edition oi this letter 
is to be found in: S. Euringcr, ‘P. Heinrich 
Roth S.J. von Dillingen’, Jahrbuch des 
Historischcn Yaeins Dillingen a D. , 31 (1918), 
33.) 

1667: H. Roth, S.J., Bra is rclatio de statu Missionis 
Mogorensis Soc ic tat is Jesu ad annum 1667 , in: 
ARSI, Goa 35, fols. 59 r -60 v . 

30 January 1670: Joannes Grueber. S.J.. \ ita 
Pains Henna Roth missumarii in Indus onmtah - 
bus , composed in Tyrnau (‘Tyrnaviae’), in: 
Baverisches Hauptstaatsarchiv in Munchen, 
Jesuitica 514, 16 folia. (An extract was 
printed by Giuseppe A. Patrignani. 
Xlenologio de pie rnemone d 'alcum Rehgwsi della 
Compagnia di Gesu , Venezia, 1730, T. '2. 
Maggio. 131-134.) 
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in Aua y Aschaflfenburg. 

1667 Athanasius Kircher, China monumenlts qua sacris qua 
profams n/cnon lams naturae et artis spectaculis alia- 
nimque rerum memorabilium argumentis illustrate, 
Amsterdam, Waesberghe, 81-84, 156-162, 195. 

1670 Athanasc Kircher, La Chine lllustree de plusieurs Monu¬ 
ments tant sacres que profanes et de quantile de recher¬ 
ches de la nature et de Tart % Traduction par F. S. 
Dalquie, Amsterdam, 109-113, 215-221, 262. 
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1699 Francois Bernier. Voyages de Francois Bernier ... conte - 
nanl la Description des Etats du Grand Mogol , 
Amsterdam, Tome II, 140-145. 

1801 Lorenzo Hervas y Panduro, CataJogo de las Lenguas 
de las naciones conocidas, Madrid, Vol. II, 
132-133. 

1806 Johann Christoph Adelung, Mithndates oder allgemeine 
Sprachenkunde , Berlin, Erster Theil, 306. 

808 Friedrich Schlegel, Uber die Sprache und Weisheit da 
~Tndier . Ein Beitrag zur Begrundung da Altathums- 
l-unde. Heidelberg, xi. (“Nodi fuhre ich die mir 
befcannt gewordenen Deutschen an, vvelche sich 
mit dem Studium der altindischen Sprache 
bcschaftigt haben. Dcr erste. den ich erwahnt 
llnde, ist der Missionarius Heinrich Roth, der 
im Jahr 1664 ‘die sanscretanischc Sprache 
erlemt. um mit den Brahminen dispuliren zu 
konnenVJ 

1869 Theodor Ben fey. Geschichte da Sprachwisscnschaft und 
da onentahschai Philologic in Deutschland seit dan 
Anfange des 19. Jahrhunderts mit einan Ruckblick auf 
die fruhaai Zeiten. Munchen, 335. 

1889 Otto Schmid. ‘Heinrich Roth*, Allganeine Deutsche 
Biographic\ Band 29. 309. 

1891 Joseph Dahl man n. Die Sprachkunde und die Missionai. 

Ein Beitrag zur CharaJUeristik da ditan katholischen 
Misiwnstdtigkcit (1500-1800). Frciburg/Breisgau, 
18 | - Erganzungshefte zu den Stimmen aus 
Maria Laach 50). 

1892 Friedrich Max Muller. Lectures on the Science of 

Language. London. 1892-1893, Yol. I, 175,277. 

( 'Roth s grammar is an ‘opus exactissi- 
mum'."J 

1895 Carlos Sommcrvogcl, 'Roih. Heinrich', Bibliotheque 
de la Compagnie de Jesus. Bruxelles, Vol. VII, col. 
210 - 211 . 

1899 Anton Huondcr, Deutsche Jesuiten Missiondre des 17. 

und 18 Jahrhunderts . Frciburg/Breisgau, 89-90. 
178. 213-214 [ - Erganzungshefte zu den Sum¬ 
mon aus Maria 1-aach 74]. 


1901 Theodor Zachariae, ‘Das Devanagari-Alphabet bei 
Athanasius Kircher’, Wiener Zeitschrijt fur die 
Kunde des Morgenlandes , Wien, 15, 313-320 
[reprinted in: Kleine Schriften zur indischen 
Philologie, zur vagleichenden Litcraturgeschichte und 
zur vagleichenden Volkskunde , Leipzig, 1920, 1-7]. 
1904 Kiel, ‘China Illustrata. Ein Werk des Paters A. 

Kircher aus dem Jahr 1667’, Fuldaa Geschichts- 
bldtta , 3, 33 fT. 

1907 H. F. Hosten,y«uiV Missionaries in Northern India and 

the Inscriptions on their tombs (1580-1803), 
Calcutta, 3, 6, 30-32. 

1908 Theodor Zachariae, ‘Hanscrit’, Wiener Zeitschrijt fur 

die Kunde des Morgenlandes, Wien, 22, 86-103 [ = 
Kleine Schriften, 17-33]. 

1911 E. A. H. Blunt, List of Inscriptions on Christian Tombs 
and Tablets of historical intaest in the United Prov¬ 
inces of Agra and Oudh , Allahabad, 36. 

1914 Archibald Constable, Travels in the Mogul Empire A. D. 

1656-1668 by Francois Bernier. Translated on the 
basis of Irving Brock's Version and Annotated (1891); 
Second edition revised by Vincent A. Smith , London, 
392-335 and notes. 

1916 s.q. Robert Streit, Bibliotheca Missionum , Band V , 

Asiatische Missionslitaatur 1600-1699 , 2. unver- 
anderte Auflage, Munster, 1964. [Roth = Nr. 
466, p. 160-161.] 

1917 Ernst Windisch, Geschichte da Sanskrit Philologie und 

Indischen Altertumskunde , I. Teil, Strassburg, 19- 
20 [ = Grundriss der Indo-arischen Philologie 
und Altertumskunde. Tl, B]. 

1918 Sebastian Euringer, ‘P. Heinrich Roth S.J. von 

Dillingen’, Jahrbuch des Historischen Vaeins 
Dillingen a.D 31 (1918), 1-40. 

1920 Josef Linder, ‘Pater Heinrich Roth S.J. von Dil¬ 

lingen, der erste deutsche Sanskretist’, Zeitschrijt 
fur kaiholische Theologie, Innsbruck, 44, 169-175. 

1921 Joseph Duhr, Geschichte da Jesuiten in den Ldndem 

deutscha Zunge , Munchen, Band III: In da 2. 
Hdlfte des XVII. Jahrhunderts. [Roth and Grueber 
= p. 334-335.] 

1924 Cornelius Wessels, Early Jesuit Travelers in Central 
Asia 1603-1721 , The Hague, Chapter VI, 
‘Grueber and d'Orville’, 164-204. [Roth = p. 
200 .] 

1932 J. Castets, ‘Pioneers in European Sanskrit Scholar¬ 
ship', The Indian Review 32 (1931), 345-351. 
[Roth = p. 345, depends on Max Muller 
(1892).] 

1932 Eld ward Maelagan, The Jesuits and the Great Mogul , 
London. [Roth = p. 109-111, 383, “one of the 
earliest Europeans to study Sanskrit, a task at 
which he worked for 6 years under considerable 
difficulties.”] 
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